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This is the Vitory that overcometh the 
World, even our Faith. 
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7 ZZ ful treating on theſe Words, 
/ A> a" . . 
PZ it will be neceſſary togive an 
{ZPYRX Anſwer to theſe Four En- 
SIA quiries : 
=> =: , I. What itis to overcome 
PV NN the World ? 

II. What that Faich is that overcomes the 
World ? 

IH. What are the Strengths and Forces of 
Faith, whereby ic obtains this Victory ? 

IV. How it comes to paſs, that notwithſtand- 
ing them, Faith is ſo often overcome by the 
World ? 


LT OR the better and more ule- 


os 
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I. What it is to overcome the World ? 

By the World is meant the Things of the: 
' World, as well the Profits, and Honours, and 
Pleaſures, as the Affilitions and Perſecutions of 
A 3 it; 
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it; and to overcome theſe, is, Not to be overcome }, 
by them, to ſtand ir out Reſolute and Unſhaken 7 
againſt all their Temprations. | 

[f you then would know, Who is-the great 
Conquetor of the world? It is not he, who out 
_ of areſtleſs Ambicion and inſatiable Thirſt for 
Glory and Empire, carries his Victorious Arms 
to the remoteſt Parts of the earth ; but the man 
under this T wofold Character : 


1. Who hath ſubdued his Inclinations and 
Appetites co all things here below, and modera- 
ted his AﬀeQions and Paſſions about them. 

Who exerciſing ſevere and impartial Judg- 
ment on the good things of the world, and per- 
ceiving them to have no great Worth in them- 
ſelves, nor to be of any conſiderable Advantage 
tro men; that they afford no preſent Content, 
nor future Happineſs to the Soul ; becomes ſo 
arm'd againſt cheir Tempting Force, that the 
can make no impreſſion on his mind ; that he 
neither deſires them immoderately ; nor purſues 
them unjuſtly ; nor uſes them ſelfiſhly, but for 
the benefit of others as well as himſelf; is noc 
tranſported with exceſlive Joy in the acquiſition 
of them, nor oyerwhelm'd with diſconſolate 
SOr- 
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Sorrow in the miſſing of them, or parting from 
them. 

Who on the other hand, duly weighing the 
nature and conſequences of the evil things of 
the World, and finding them either to be mere- 
ly Imaginary, or ſhort and tranſitory; that ma- 
ny of them admit of a remedy, and none of 
them exclude comfort ; that all of them may 
havea very proficable uſe, and a very happy end; 
becomes alſo ſo fortify'd againſt their noxious 
Powers, that they can raile no tumults in his 
mind; that he.is neither aftrighted at the thoughts 
of them, nor impatient when theyare upon him, . 
nor uſes any indirect means to prevent or remove. 
them. 

2. Who, as a conſequence of this, will not; 
either to gain the World, or to keep it, do a bale 
andan unworthyAction; who can walk amongit- 
Snares and Gins , . and not be entrap'd ; on. 
troubled Waters, and, like his . Saviour , not: 
fink; whom all the Glories of the World can-- 
not tempt into a wicked Enterprize, nor all - 
ies Oppoſitions hinder from purſuing virtuous 
" ones ; who in all Caſes and Conditions (whe-- 
ther proſperous or adverſe) is always the. ſame, 


and goes the ſame way. ; whole mind -is not 
diverted-: 


A Sermon Preached before 


diverted from its good purpoſes, nor his foot 
turn'd out of the right way by = outward 
Contingencies; who, let the Weather be fair 
or foul, let the World ſmile or frown on him, 
let him ger or loſe by it, will do what his 
duty requires ; no worldly Circumſtances can 
ſhake the ſtability of his mind; neither force 
nor flattery can work on his conſtant and un- 
yielding Temper ; his Heart 1s neither co be 
broken nor lofren'd ; like the great Fabritius, he 
i5 neither to be careſs'd nor vanquiſh'd. In 
ſum, it's the man, who is greater than his Pe- 
rils, and ſtronger than his Delires. 


II. What that Faith is, that overcomes the 
world ? 

Now of Faith there are ſeveral kinds : There 
15a Faith grounded on probable Reafon, upon 
likely and promiſing Arguments, which yet are | 
nor cvident nor certain, but may poſſibly prove 
falle, tho they ſeem to be true ; and this is ra- 
ther Opinion than Faith, 

Again, Thereis a Faith grounded on evident 
and certain Reaſon, wherein if a man's Faculties. .' 
themſelves are to be truſted, he cannot be mi- 
ſtaken; and this is rather Knowledge than. 
Faith, But 
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Bur then there 1s a Faith grounded on Di- 
' vine Revelation, the Word of God ; and this 
1s properly calld Faith, and that Faith that 
overcomes the World; to wit, an hearty be- 
lief of all choſe things that God heretofore by 
his Prophets, and in this laſt Age. by his Son 
hath made known to the world ; whether they 
be Precepts, or Prohibitions, or Promiſes, or 
T hreatnings, or matters of Fact, eſpecially the 
Actions and Paſlions of our Bleſſed Saviour, or 
Declarations concerning the Nature of God, 
the workings of the Spirit, and the merito- 
rious Effefts and Conſequences. of the Son of 
God's great undertaking in order to Man's Sal- 
vation. The Apoſtle in the next Verſe after 
the Text, comprehends all under this one Ar- 
ticle; The believing Jeſus to be the Son of God. 
Who © he that overcometh the world , but he that 
believeth that ' Jeſus s the Son of God ? For he that 
believeth that Jeſus is the Son of God, muſt 
believe all that he ſaid, and taught, to be 


erue, 


. TH. Now what are the ſtrengths and forces 
of Faith, by which it obtains this Vidtory , 
B Is 


Verſe 5. 
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1 Joh. 2.15. 


Matt, 6. 19* 
Col. 3. 2. 

Rom. 12.2 
1Cor. 7.31. 
Jam. 1, 27. 


is my third Enquiry, and may find an 4nſwer 
in theſe following particulars. 


1. As the Chriſtian Faith affords many Excel- 
lent Precepts to this purpoſe ; To name ſome 
of them ; Not to love the world, nor the things of 
the world. Not to lay up treaſures on earth. Not 
to ſet our affeftions on things here below. Not to 
be conform'd to this world. To uſe the world as not 
abuſing it. To keep our ſelves wnſpotted from the 
world. Precepts of that dire uſe and tenden- 
cy to the Eaſe and Tranquility , to the Ho- 
nour and PerfeCftion of Human Nature, that 


were they not enforc'd by Divine Authority, 
would yet be ſufficiently recommended by their 
own intrinſick Worth and Excellency. 


2. As the Chriſtian Faith ſers before us a 
moſt powerful Example, that of our Bleſſed 
Saviour ; He voluntarily depriv'd himſelf of 
the Riches, Honours and Pleaſures of this 
World, to make them vile and contempri- 
ble; he underwent outrages of all ſorts, the 
contradi&ion of Sinners, the ſharpeſt Suffe- 
rings, to make them eaſy and tolerable. Now 
what can more effectually breed in us a dif- 

regard 
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regard of this World, with all its deceitful 
Pomps and Vanities ? What can more per- 
fealy reconcile our minds ro the heavieſt 
preſſures of affliction that can be laid upon 
us ? than to behold what a profound Humi- 
lity and Selt-denial, what an invincible Pa- 
tience and Magnanimity, what a generous 
greatneſs of Soul, and contempt of the World, 
he manifeſted through the whole courle of his 
life. His Example ſhews the conquelt of the 
world to be both practicable and honourable. 
The world has already been conquer'd by the 
Captain of our Salvation ; ſo that we have 
but a vanquiſh'd Enemy to encounter with , 
broken Forces to refilt ; and fighting under his 
| Banners, may be aflurd, if we are not want- 
ing to our ſelves, of an ealy Victory : Be- 
ſides, the Perſon that hath led the way, and 
prevailed in this Combat, is the Son of God ; 
and can any thing be more glorious, than to 
be, and to do like him ? Thus our Lord buoy 'd 
up his Diſciples Spirits under all their Conflicts 
and TIryals; In the world ye ſhall have tribulation , Joh. 16. 33. 
but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world. 


B 2 3. AS 


A Sermon Preached before 


Luke 1 1.13, 


3. As the Chriſtian Faith aſſures ns of Su- 
pernatural Affiſtances, thole of the Holy Spi- 
rit; God knows, that, as the cale now ſtands 
berwixt us and the world, our weak Natures 
are ſo unequal a match for the many and ſtrong 
Temprations that are againſt us, that we can 
promiſe our (elves no lecurity without large 
{applies of Grace from avove; and therefore 1c 
is chat God hath promis'd us his Holy Spirit, to 
ſtand by us, and to ſuccour us; to relieve the 
Infirmities of our minds, and to defend us a- 
gain{t our Temprations: If you that are evil know 
how to 2ive good things unto your cvuldren, how much 
more ſhall God give his haly Spirit to them that ask 
him * Tha: moſt kind and benign Spirit, whole 
delight is with the Sons of men, ſtands always 
ready to afſit the generous Attempts of all fin- 
cere Perſons after the Divine Lite and Nature ; 
he is daily infinuating into our minds, after a 
ſecret and invilible manner improving the 
light and reaſon of our Underſtandings, enlar- 
ging the power and liberty of our Wills, fub- 
duing of our AﬀeRiors to worldly Objects, and 
raiſing them up, and fixing themſon God and 


Goodneſs : The Devil is not lo cunning to de- 
celve 
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ceive us, to lay ſnares to entr-p us, to admini- 

ſer ſui:able ſolicitati>ns ro thole Luſts and Ap 

petites thac are moſt predominant 1n us, as the 

Holy Spirit is wiſe co lead vs into ali Truth, 

and able ro defend us againſt all his Wiles 

and Devices; Greater is he that is m you, ſays 

our Apoſtle, than he that is in the world. And, ty - 
. Rom S. 37. 

We are more than Conquerors, lays St. Paul, through 

lim that lovod us. Of the truth of which he 

himſelf was an eminent Inſtance, being able 

from his own experience to ſay, The world is crus 

cified unto me, and Tunto the world ; that is, by the = 

Grace of the Goſpe] he was enabled to love the 

world as little as the world lov'd him; for what can 

ſeparate us, ſays he in the ſame place tothe Romans, 

from the love of Chriſt > And 1 am perſuaded that nei- 

ther life, nor death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

powers, nor things preſent, nor things to come, nor beight 

nor depth, nor any crher creature 5 that is, that nei- 

ther hopes of life, nor fears of death, nor infer- 

nal ſpirits, nor Earthly Potentates, nor ſufferings 

preſent, nor ſufferings to come, nor height of 

Preferment, nor depth of Dilgrace, nor any 

other thing, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love 

of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord ? 


1.8. 14. 


4. As 
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4. As the Chriſtian Faith aſſures us of moſt 
Glorious Rewards after the Conqueit : Rewards 
ſo far ſurmounting all that this world can pre- 
tend to, that they exceed them a whole Infinity, 
and will outlive them an Eternity : There is no 
more compare betwixt the afcer-expeations of 
a good man, and thoſe things which the men of 
this world call preſent Enjoyments, than there 
is betwixt a Crown, and a Feather ; Immorcal 
Hallelujahs, and a Song ; Solid Joys, and the 
Shadow of Smoke ; all that Everlaſting Heaven 
means, and ſome little things that come by 
chance, and ſtay but a while : Now the Na- 
ture of man being ſo fram'd, as to prefer a Great 
good before a Little one, and to abandon a 
Trifling Enjoyment for the ſake of a more No- 
ble and Illuſtrious Happineſs, it cannot bur 
give away the one in exchange for the 
other ; it cannot but give away a little Popu- 
lar Air, a little ſhining Dirt, the momentar 
Pleaſures of a Luſt, the neither Pleaſures 
nor Profits of an Oath , the ſick Delights of 
an Excels, and the Vexations of a Paſſion, in ex- 
change for them. The Apoſtles of Chriſt, and 
Chriſt 
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Chriſt himſelf, look'd through the Miſeries of 
this Life upon the Felicities of the next ; they 
ſaw the Glory that was ſet before them, and 
this raiſed their minds above this world, above 
its Pomps and Vanities, above its Frowns and 
Perſecutions ; ſo ſpeaks the Apoſtle, For this cauſe > Cor. 4. 
we faint not, tho our outward man decay, our inward 16, 17: 
man is renewed day by day, whilſt we look not at the 
things that are ſeen, but at the things Which are not ſeen ; 
for the things that are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
that are not ſeen are eternal. Nay, the Patriarchs 
of old by a far dimmer Light, ſome broken 
Beams " Ba under a Cloud, Types and Sha- 
dows, diſcover'd ſo much of the Heavenly 
Canaan, that it made them love God, and 
cleave to him in the midſt of all thoſe dif- 
ficulties he gave them to encounter with : 
In view of this Reward Abraham was content 
to leave his Countrey, his Kindred, and Re- 
lations, becauſe he had his eye upon a better 
Countrey : In view of this Reward , Moſes 
thought himſelf Rich without relation to the 
Court, Honourable wichout relation to Pha- 
rah's Daughter, and Happy in the AMictions 
of the People of God. The Pleaſures of the 


Court, 
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Heb.11. 26. 


Heb. 11. 1. 
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Court, the Treaſures of Egypt, the Luſtre of a 
Royal Family, ſignified nothing co thac Faich 
that ey'd better things, and had reſpe&# to the 


recompence of reward, 


All the Advantage this World has on its 
fide, is, That ics Forces are preſent and ar 
hand, whilſt thoſe of che other world are lookc 
upon at a diſtance , and a great way off: ' 
But now Faith removes this odds, and ſets 
them on the ſquare, by making thoſe of the 
other world preſent too ; for Faith, ſays the 
Apoſtle, is the Subſtance of things hoped for , and 
the Evidence of things not ſeen : The Subſtance , 
the Subſiſtence, the very Being of things hoped 
for; the Evidence, the Revelation of things not 
ſeen : Thar is, Faith gives usas full an Aſſurance 
of the things we hope for, as if we had them 
in poſſeſſion ; and repreſents the things we ſee 
nor, as convincingly ro our minds, as if they 
were in fight : Faith bas a kind of Prerogative 
like that of God, it has, as it were, an All-ſeeing 
Eye, inviſible things are dilcern'd by ir, and 
future things are preſent to ir: Now by this 


Alone is it of Force enough to overcome the 


wor Id : 
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world ; for the Powers of the World to 
come; being made as certain by Faich, as 
thoſe of this World ' are by ſight, thoſe 6f 
this World: are fo infinitely inferior, that they 
cannot ſtand before them. 


5. As the Chriſtian Faith reprefents ro us 
the diſmal effe&ts and conſequences of bein 
overcome by the world ; no leſs than the 
loſs of the Soul, and all that's Glorjous and 
Happy , together with an 'endleſs ſtate of 
inſupportable Torments ;- a Loſs ,- that th 
the Judgment ' of our Saviour ( who beſt 
knew the Value of Souls, that ' purchaſed 
them with his Blood) the gain of the whole 


world is not able to repair and ' make amends 


for: What ſhall 'it profit 'a man, fays'he\, if bt wate.16.26. 


ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul ? 
and what ſhall a man give in exchange for bis ſoul ? 
Here's a fair ſtating of the Caſe; our Saviour 
ſeems to ſuppoſe 'a Caſe' which' never yet hap- 
pened, that one man ſhonld make himſelf 
Lord of the Univerſe, and have a Confluence 
of all the ſweetneſles the whole Creation could 
afford him , and that he ſhould enjoy theſe 

C with- 
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without interruption, from the very firſt mo- 
ment of his lite, ro the laſt; and yer, if 
for the fake of theſe he ſhould loſe his 
Soul, he would make bur a very {ad bar- 
gain ; and for the Truth of this he appeals 
ro the general ſenſe of mankind, in the next 
words ; and what ſhall a man give in exchange 
for bis ſoul > The words have a Potential 
Signification, and import thus much, How 
great things will a man give in exchange for 
his Soul? Where our Saviour alludes to that 
known Proverb among the Jews, Skin for skin, 
and all that a man has, will be give for bis life: 
And his Argument runs thus, If a man con- 
demaed to dye, and to ſuffer the Pains of 
a cruel Death, would willingly give all char 
he poſleſſes in this world, to be delivered 
from it, becauſe thereby he would be ren- 
dred uncapable of enjoying this world; How 
much more would he give the whole world, 
had he it in his power, to be delivered from 
an Erernal Death? becaule thereby he . would 
not only be rendred uncapable of enjoying 
this world , but become moreover everlafting- 
ly miſerable. | 

IV. 1 


= 
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IV. I proceed to the Fourth Enquiry ; it 
may be faid, If the Forc:s of Faith are lo 
Strong and Numerous, how comes it to pals, 
that notwithſtanding them, Faith is ſo often 


overcome by the world ? 


Of this I ſhall give an Account in theſe 
Two Particulars: ( 1; ) Becauſe our Faith 
is many times weak. ( 2. ) Becauſe it is 
many times corrupted. 


rt. Becauſe our Faith is many times weak, 
either through the fhallowneſs of rhe root irc 
hath taken , or for want of being excited by 


due Conſideration. 


The ground may be ftony, and its root 
ſhallow ; this man ſees not Reaſon enowigh 
to believe, and he has not Confidence enough 
for the contrary ; he is of a doubtful or dou- 
ble mind, as St. James ſpeaks ; his Faith is wa- 
yering, and he is but an Almoſt-Chriftian ; 
it is riſen no higher than Gueſs and Conje-' 
Qture; and that will not do; no man will 
C 2 deny 
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deny himſelt what he feels to be pleaſant 
and delightful at preſent, upon mere proba- 
bilities ard peradventures; he'll be ſure of 
ſomething better hereafter, before he parts 
with what he now apprehengs to be good. 


Or elfe his Faith may be aſleep, and wants 
to be awaken'd;; and whilſt it is in that dull 
and inactive ſtate, like a Weapon that lies by, 
or a Remedy not us'd, it ſtands him in no 
more ſtead, than if he had no Faith at all 
whereas did he excite and ſtir up his Faith, 
put Life and Vigor into it by due Conſfide- 
ration, it would be of ſtrength enough to re- 
move Mountains, at I may fo call ,the Luſts 
of men, and nothing would be able to fland 
before it : Did he, as often as a Temprati- 
on. aſſaults him , preſents him an opportuni- 
ry either to injure. his Neighbour, or to abuſe 
himſelf, rally up all che Forces of Faith againſt 
it; did he conſider that the Pleaſures of 
Sin are tranſient and vain, unſatisfying and emp. 

; that he muſt dye and come to Judgment,and 
x d6gaa 1 when it is.too late, that he had 
never done it ; that by his fin he haghly 

| Tal 
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diſpleales God , who made him , who feeds 
him, who cloaths him, who fain would 
ſave him : Did he often revolve in his mind 
the unſpeakable Joys of Heaven, and the 


Horrors and Amaſements of - a fad Eternity; . 


Theſe Conſiderations, one would think, ſhould 
be of force enough ro make him withſtand 
the Tempration ; and ſo they would, did -he 
remember them, think and conſider of them : 
Burt alas ! he ſhuffles all theſe Arguments to- 
gether, forgets them as ſoon as: he heard 
them-; and fooliſhly ventures at all; and does 


the thing ; not becauſe he- thinks+ir fir to- 


be done, but becauſe he will not ſtay 
and conſider whether it: be- fit to be-- done 


Or NO, 


2. Becauſe it is many times corrupted ;' and 
at this Door alſo are we' to lay in a great - 


meaſure the many ſhameful Baffles and Over- 
throws:the. Chriſtian receives from the-world-, 


his Corrupt Opinions and Dodtrines ; the falſe - 


Gloſles and Expoſitions, the Forgeries and [n- 
yentions of men have - uſually the ſame fatal 
influence on Faith , as- Sickneſs - and Diſeaſes 


have.. 


———— 
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have on the Body ; they ſoon enfeeble and 
diſpiric ir, by degrees taint the whole mals, 
and fo alter its very Conſticution , that it be- 
comes another Faith, and adminiſters to ocrher 
purpoſes. But cheſe are ſo many, as well a- 
mongſt ſome of the Reform'd, as in the Church 
of Rome, that I ſhould hold you too long at 
preſent to enter upon them: | ſhall therefore 
paſs them over with this one general Remark ; 
That whatever DoQrine amongſt the one , 
or the other, that tends to ſtifle Endeavour , 
and to bolſter men up ia a lazy Preſumpti- 
on of God's doing all for them; that dero- 
gates from the Infinite Merit and Efficacy of our 
Saviour's Death, or abates the force of the 
Promiſes and Threatnings of the Goſpel; char 
provides Excuſes and Subterfuges for Vice, or 
in any degree undermines the neceflity of ho- 
ly living ; is a corruption of the Chriſtian 
Faith , and what takes part with che world 
__ us, inſtead of aiding us to conquer the 
world. 


The Concluſion of all is this; That 


| fince it's Faith that overcomes the world ; 


and 
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and it is, through the weakneſs and corrup- 
tion of it, that it ſo often miſcarries ; that 
we would uſe our utmoſt diligence to keep 
our Faith ftrong and vigorous, pure and un- 


defiled. : 


1. Strong and vigorous ; We muſt not take 
it upon truſt, and art all adventure, bur exa- 
mine the Evidences of it, and the grounds 
of Credibility on which ir is built. To this 
purpoſe it will be of great advantage to us, 
often to repeat over in our minds the ſeyeral 
branches of our Faith, and meditate on the 
mighty confirmation it receiv'd ; Think often 
on the Propheſtes that forerold it, on the Mi- 
racles wrought by Chriſt and his Apoſtles in 
ceſtimony of it ; how it was ſeal'd by the 
Blood of the Son of God, and of thouſands 
of others that died for its fake ; and how the 
Proof it receivd was fo full and __ chat 4 
great part of the world was convincd of it in 
ſuch a manner, as that Millions choſe rather 
co loſe their lives, than nor confeſs it ; that 
all Torments were more eligible chan the dif- 
belief of it ; and that in ſpight of all he 
Arts 
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Arts and Powers of Oppolition, ic overſpread 
the Univerſe, 


2. Pure and undefiled. And the beſt way 
to do this, is always to fetch ic from the Foun- 
tain-head : The Catholick Faith was once de- 
liver'd to the Saints, tranſmitred down to. Po- 
ſterity in the Sacred Writings of the New 
Teſtament, ſo clear and full as to its main'| 
and fundamental Points, that it neither needs | 
an Infallible Judge to interpret ir, or -an 
Humane Traditions to ſupply the defects of 
it, This written Word, the Reftorm'd -pro- 
feſs, and that truly, contains the whole Chri- 
ſtian Faith; but the Romaniſt will have it 
bring down but a part, and leaves the reſt 
for Tradition ; but Writing is the beſt way 
to convey down Divine Truth , or it is} * 
not : If it be not, why was any of it writ- 
ten? If it be, why not the whole ? Bur | 
that ir is the beſt way, appears from the | 
Holy Ghoſt's making choice of this way, as » 
to a part, by their own confeflion ; bo if 
as to a part, then it follows, as to # the 


whole ; or elſe the Holy Ghoſt did nor 
| do 


— > 
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do what is beſt as to that which is un- 
written. , 


Did we now thus ſtrengthen our Faith, 
and keep it pure and undefiled , it would 
become an irrefiſtible Weapon, and with it 
we might ſafely venture out againſt all che 
force of the Enemy. Well might St. Paul 
call ir, The good fight of faith: This will 
enable a man to reſiſt all Temptations to 
any forbidden Pleaſure, or unlawful Gain; 
this will enable him to bear with patience 
the greateſt Evils, rather than let go his 
Integrity : This will ſubdue all his inordi- 
nate Defires after the good things of this 
world ; this will remove all his DiſtraQing 
Fears of the evils of it; this will make 
him ſober, juſt and holy; this will make 
him wiſe, and ſtrong, and patient ; this 
will make him Partaker of a Divine Nature, 
and fir him for Heaven, by working in 
him an heavenly frame and temper of mind ; 
this will not only conquer this world , bur 
that alſo which is to come ; it will trample 
on this, lay hold on that, and at laſt give 
us 


I 
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us a full poſſeſſion of ic; when our Faith 
will become all Viſion, our Hope fruition ; 
when we ſhall receive the end of our Faith , 
even the Salvation of our Souls; Which God 
grant for the ſake of our Lord Jeſus : To 


whom with, exc. 
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